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Dogs that save lives 
 

Alula Alderson September 13th, 2019 
 

 

 Alula with Gemma Butlin and a medical detection dog 
 
“Medical dogs are the future,” Gemma Butlin said at a recent presentation and fundraiser for 
Medical Detection Dogs. Since 2008, this charity in the United Kingdom has been training dogs 
to sniff out such diseases as cancer, malaria, Parkinson’s disease, and diabetes. 

I got a chance to attend the event and had a chance to speak with Butlin afterwards. She is the 
team’s marketing and communications manager. 

Butlin explained that these life-saving dogs usually come to Medical Detection as puppies. 

[…] The dogs are trained and encouraged with treats or a tennis ball. They know that hard work 
will come with a reward. But how does it all work? 

A STRONG SENSE OF SMELL 

Using their keen sense of smell, the charity’s dogs sniff samples from both healthy and sick 
individuals. The samples may contain urine, a swab of saliva, or even worn socks. 

If the dog sniffs out an illness in one of the samples, it will make clear that something is 
wrong. The dog will sit in front of the sample, nudge it, lick it, or stare intently at it.  […]  

SAVING LIVES 

Not only does Medical Detection Dogs train its animals to smell disease, but it also provides 
Medical Alert Assistance Dogs (MAAD). Claire Pesterfield, who has an assistance dog of her 
own, also participated in the event. Pesterfield has Type 1 diabetes. Diabetes is a condition 
that causes blood sugar levels to become too low or too high. If the levels are extreme, a 
person might pass out. This is a worry that Pesterfield has had on a daily basis. 

Not anymore. With her dog, Magic, by her side all day, Pesterfield is alerted whenever her 
sugar levels are unsteady. 

For six years, Magic has supported Pesterfield wherever the two go. “In that time, he has 
alerted me and potentially saved my life over four and a half thousand times,” Claire told the 
audience. 

Although you may consider a dog to be a pet, Medical Detection Dogs has proven just how 
much they are capable of. 

Abridged	from		http://kpcnotebook.scholastic.com/post/dogs-save-lives 
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1. Read the text, tick the right box, and write the missing information.       /4  (A2) 
 

This document is : 
    a page from a novel       an article from an online newspaper         the script from theatre play 

 
Its title is ………… 

 
Its date of publication is …….. 

 
It was written by ………… 

 
2. Match the corresponding phrases with arrows (                ).       /4  (A2) 

 

 
Claire Pesterfield is... 

 
      ... a Medical Alert Assistance Dog 

 
 Gemma Butlin is... 

 
      ... a woman having diabetes 

 
 Magic is... 

 
      ... a kid reporter 

 
 Alula Alderson is... 

 
      ... a marketing manager 

 
3. Choose the correct answers and justify your choice with passages from the document.       

/2  (A2) 
- Medical dogs can save people’s lives by : 

    detecting their disease           curing their disease 

Justification : ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

- Medical dogs start their training when they are : 

    adults              babies 

Justification : …………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
4. Pick out from the text the names of four different diseases that the medical dogs can 

help with.    /2  (A2) 
 

- ……………………….                  - …………………………. 
- ……………………….                  - …………………………. 
 

5. Say if these statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify your answers by quoting a 
passage from the text.  /4 (B1) 
 

During their training, medical dogs receive presents in exchange for their good work.     
RIGHT                          WRONG 

Justification: …………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Medical dogs have to sniff people to detect if they are sick.  

RIGHT                        WRONG 
Justification: ……………………………………………………………………………………………. 

READING COMPREHENSION (20 points) 
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6. Find the contrary of the adjective "sick" used in the text : ……………………..         / 2 (B1) 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

7. What was the principal objective of the presentation by Gemma Butlin? Choose the 
correct answer and justify it by quoting a passage from the text.  /2 (B1) 
 
to make people adopt medical dogs.              to get money for her organization 
 
Justification: ……………………………………. 

 
 
 
 
The British fiction writer Agatha Christie declared: “The world would be a nicer place if 
everyone had the ability to love as unconditionally as a dog.” Do you also agree that a dog is 
man’s best friend? 
 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 
 
…....................................................................................................................................................... 

WRITING (20 points) 
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Evaluation : 
 
! EXPRESSION ECRITE GENERALE 

A1 A2 B1 
L’élève peut écrire des expressions et 
phrases simples isolées. 

L’élève peut écrire une série d’expressions 
et de phrases simples reliées par des 
connecteurs simples tels que « et », « 
mais » et « parce que ». 

L’élève peut écrire des textes articulés 
simplement sur une gamme de sujets 
variés dans son domaine en liant une 
série d’éléments discrets en une séquence 
linéaire. 

 
 
 A1 A2 B1 
Réalisation 
générale de 
la tâche 

Peut écrire quelques informations 
personnelles telles qu’elles 
apparaîtraient sur un formulaire par 
exemple (1 point) 

Peut écrire une note ou un message 
simple et bref concernant des 
nécessités immédiates (2 points) 

Peut laisser une note pour 
transmettre une information simple 
et immédiatement pertinente, en 
communiquant de manière 
compréhensible les points qui lui 
semblent importants (4 points) 

Respect de la 
consigne/ 
Contenu 

Production sans lien direct avec la 
consigne (lieu, forme, destinataire)  
(1point) 

Production sans lien direct avec la 
consigne (lieu, forme, destinataire)    
(1 point)  

Intègre bien les contraintes 
formelles et le contexte de 
communication (3 points) 

Etendue 
lexicale 

Choix élémentaire d’expressions 
simples pour les informations sur soi 
et les besoins de type courant  
(1 point)  

Répertoire d’expressions 
mémorisées lui permettant de 
communiquer sa pensée dans des 
situations prévisibles (2 points)  

Gamme assez étendue pour 
exprimer sa pensée sur des sujets 
abstraits ou culturels en rapport 
avec ses centres d’intérêt (4 points) 

Correction 
grammaticale 

A un contrôle limité des structures et 
de la morphosyntaxe (1 pointt) 

Utilise des structures simples 
correctement mais commet encore 
des erreurs élémentaires (2 points)  

Utilise de façon assez exacte un 
répertoire de structures et schémas 
fréquents (3 points) 

Orthographe Erreurs aussi bien lexicales que 
grammaticales (1 point) 

Des erreurs mais surtout 
grammaticales (accords…)  
(2 points)  

Peu ou pas d’erreurs (3 points) 

Compétence 
discursive 

Expressions et phrases simples 
isolées. La ponctuation peut être 
absente ou inadaptée (1 point) 

Texte s’appuyant sur des 
connecteurs simples et dont la 
ponctuation est globalement 
maîtrisée (2 points)  

Texte cohérent dont la cohésion est 
assurée par des connecteurs 
logiques et une ponctuation adaptée 
(3 points) 

 
 


